Thank you for using our “Yeahs and Boos Concept Mapping” in your classroom.  

1. Create a blank graphing space on poster (10 min setup with pre-printed labels – see http://www.friendsofhp.org/site/index.php?id=4.  We labeled one axis as, “Importance to Sandplain Gerardia” and the other as “Importance to Fifth Graders” with a range of Low, Medium and High.  You can adjust those labels as you see fit to match your intention.  Perhaps “Importance to Business Leaders” would create a different rating for an interesting discussion.

2. Provide some background story about Sandplain Gerardia to the students.  Perhaps request an expert speaker from Friends of Hempstead Plains, or even one of their powerpoints.  Maybe assign the students the topic of researching it on their own, or provide them with reading materials.

3. Have them provide words for ranking.  We assembled a simple list of words that matched what we wanted to talk about with students (see Friends of Hempstead Website).  You can pre-print these on Avery 5161, 1”x4” labels.  It makes it a challenge for some to know there is an Official List.  We also had delightful fun offering students who could provide a word not on the “Official List” with the choice of color for the handwriting of their successfully stumping word.  
4. Demonstrate to the students what you want from them: Request a quiet, “Yeah” as you slide your hand through the range on one axis (Low, Medium and High Importance), a louder, “YEAH!” when the student is satisfied with the placement, and a, “BOO!” if you have gone too far.  Then repeat for the other axis. 
5. Innovate according to your style and the level of the discussion.  As we tried this out, different classes behaved very differently, perhaps due to our behavior introducing them to the process.  However, there was a quick comprehension of the fun in the activity, and students were quick to justify their choice of Yeah or Boo with evidence, or opinion.  Some words sparked differences in voting, and the resulting justifications were truly amazing, and the students got a sense of democracy in action, as well as the opportunity to use their knowledge for a purpose.

6. Some of the rankings of the students invite correction, others invite a resolution of conflict, and it is worthwhile to spend time working through these learning moments of active engagement.  Three ideas we came up with were that rankings may change over time: perhaps parents want nearby parking, or a job paving one.  More research may even change what we know about Sandplain Gerardia.  A third idea to consider is that students themselves may change their vote right in front of you as more discussion in the group clarifies the meaning of the word, its relationship to the students, and/or based upon your instruction of food webs, ecosystems, or whatever topic you choose to focus on.

7. We would love to hear from you if you choose to use our method.  There may be tactics or ideas that you have that would benefit other teachers, and we can share them.  For example, we would not have the capability to create an exam using our Concept Mapping Method, but you might find it useful.  (e.g. Rank each of the words on the concept map provided and justify your choice of placement with a paragraph.)

Example Concept Map (not an answer sheet for where the words belong)
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